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the truth, as he had been in his fruitless campaign for Mr. Lloyd George in 1929; another to be reminded of it by the despised Mr. Baldwin. When the seat of St. George's, Westminster fell vacant, Lord Rothermere's party promoted the candidature of Mr. Ward Price, but he withdrew in favour of Sir Ernest Fetter, a well-intentioned but not powerful candidate who posed as an Independent Conservative.
Mr, Duff Cooper was adopted as the official candidate and the fight to the finish between Mr. Baldwin and the Press commenced in March. The Daily Mail and the Daily Express supported Sir Ernest Petter and opened a campaign of abuse of the official nominee. Mr. Duff Cooper was accused of being "a political softie." At one stage the contest sank low enough for Lord Rothermere to challenge the Conservative leader to a debate. The Press by its tactics easily antagonised public opinion. Mr. Baldwin's prestige was strengthened and he became the accredited guardian of political decency. The position he had always striven to attain was thrust upon him by his enemies. He was saved by the folly of his opponents as he had been in the commencement of the General Strike. Moreover, in the same way as he broke the Coalition, so he was placed in a similar position to smash the Press. He timed his attack for March i7th, the day before the Poll, and agreed to break his rule of never intervening in a bye-election.
In his speech at the Queen's Hall, Mr. Baldwin made a general attack on propaganda. Its insidious influence had made itself felt on public affairs since the War. It was a unique opportunity for a public leader to revile it on principle; but occasions such as these the Conservative leader has been usually wont to miss. On this occasion he had his feet on firm ground for the first time for eight years. As a Conservative leader since 1923 he had not felt sufficiently sure of his position to carry the attack algainst his enemies, but against Lord Rothermere he could carry conviction. The sacrifice of principles which made